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Welcome to Cross of Christ Lutheran Church

By God’s grace, through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, we are called to: 
Worship God, Grow in faith, Share the Gospel, Serve others, Welcome all

This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus rides into Jerusalem 
surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross, abandoned by even his closest 
friends. Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his complete human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, 
forsaken. Though we lament Christ’s suffering and all human suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: in 
the wine and bread, Jesus promises that his death will mark a new covenant with all people. We enter 
this holy week thirsty for the completion of God’s astonishing work.



WELCOME                    Pastor Dave Thomas

PRELUDE Dean Robinson, organ

Ride On, Ride On In Majesty – ELW #346

BLESSING OF THE PALMS AND OPENING PRAYER

We join in prayer and in the blessing of the palms this Palm Sunday. Let us pray: God of all 
Creation, bless the palm branches that beautify our Sanctuary and help us joyfully acclaim 
Jesus our Lord and King. Help us daily to respond to your call to serve one another. Continually 
guide our communities, families, and friends by the words and actions of Jesus, your beloved 
Son. Guided by your Holy Spirit, we pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

GATHER



OPENING HYMN ELW #344

All Glory, Laud, and Honor

GATHER



FIRST LESSON Bev Walker

Zechariah 9:9-10 (NRSV)

A reading from Zechariah.

 9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
 Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
 Lo, your king comes to you; 
 triumphant and victorious is he, 
 humble and riding on a donkey, 
 on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
 and the war-horse from Jerusalem; 
 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
 and he shall command peace to the nations; 
 his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 
 and from the River to the ends of the earth.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

LESSONS



PSALM Linda Ernst

Psalm 24:7-10 (NRSV)

A reading from the 24th Psalm.

 7Lift up your heads, O gates! 
 and be lifted up, O ancient doors! 
 that the King of glory may come in. 
 8Who is the King of glory? 
 The LORD, strong and mighty, 
 the LORD, mighty in battle. 
 9Lift up your heads, O gates! 
 and be lifted up, O ancient doors! 
 that the King of glory may come in. 
 10Who is this King of glory? 
 The LORD of hosts, 
 he is the King of glory. 
                                             Selah

LESSONS



SECOND LESSON

Philippians 2:5-11 (NRSV)

A reading from the 2nd chapter of Philippians. 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
 did not regard equality with God 
 as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
 taking the form of a slave, 
 being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
 8he humbled himself 
 and became obedient to the point of death —  
 even death on a cross. 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
 and gave him the name 
 that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
 every knee should bend, 
 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
 that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
 to the glory of God the Father.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

LESSONS



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW Holy Communion: Setting Nine

THE GOSPEL 

Mark 11:1-10 (NRSV)

The holy gospel as recorded in the 11th chapter of Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.
1When they [Jesus and the disciples] were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, 
near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, "Go into the village 
ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never 
been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, 'Why are you doing this?' just say this, 
'The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.'" 4They went away and found a colt 
tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to 
them, "What are you doing, untying the colt?" 6They told them what Jesus had said; and they 
allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and 
he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches 
that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went ahead and those who followed were 
shouting, 
 "Hosanna! 
 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!  
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!"

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE                    Pastor Dave Thomas

We March On

LESSONS



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #416

At the Name of Jesus

LESSONS



PROFESSING OF FAITH

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

LESSONS



OFFERING Dean Robinson, organ

Christ, du Lamm Gottes, BWV 619 – J.S. Bach

PEACE

The peace of the Lord of Light be with you this day and always. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Each petition ends, “Hear us, O Lord.”  
To which the congregation responds, “Your mercy is great.”

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

And now as we move from Palms to Passion, 
And walk with Jesus toward the cross, 
May the journey of this week lead us 
To know, to experience, and to share, 
The fullness of Christ’s love. 
Hosanna to the Son of David. 
Hosanna to the Son of God.  
Amen.

LESSONS



SENDING

CLOSING HYMN ELW #434

Jesus Shall Reign

 



SENT TO SERVE

Jesus said, “As I have been sent, so also I send you.” 
By God’s grace, through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, we are called to: 
Worship God,  
Grow in Faith, 
Share the Gospel, 
Serve Others, 
Welcome All.  — Thanks be to God!

SENDING



SENDING

Portions of the liturgy reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg 
Fortress license #12568-S • Readings reprinted from Words for Worship and Sundays and Seasons, copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress • Graphics reprinted from Graphics for Worship 2.0 copyright © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.  
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress


