Second
Sunday
in LENT

Cross of Christ Lutheran Church
February 28, 2021



Welcome to Cross of Christ Lutheran Church

By God'’s grace, through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, we are called to:
Worship God, Grow in faith, Share the Gospel, Serve others, Welcome all

The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with Abraham and Sarah: God’s
promise to make them the ancestors of many, with whom God will remain in everlasting covenant. Paul
says this promise comes to all who share Abraham’s faith in the God who brings life into being where
there was no life. We receive this baptismal promise of resurrection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham
receive new names as a sign of the covenant, and we too get new identities in baptism, as we put on

Christ.




GATHER

WELCOME Pastor Dave Thomas

PRELUDE Dean Robinson, organ

Kyrie — Girolamo Cavazzoni

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the t Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We confess our sins.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the t Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.




GATHER

OPENING HYMN ELW #806
O God, My Faithful God
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1 O God, my faith - ful God, true foun-tain ev - er flow - ing,
2 Give me the strength to do with read - y heart and will - ing
3 Keep me from say - ing words that lat - er need re - call - ing;
4 When dan-gers gath - er round, oh, keep me calm and fear - less;
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with - out whom noth-ing is, all  per-fect gifts be - stow - ing:
what - ev - er you com-mand, my call-ing here ful - fill - ing—
guard me, lest i1 - dle speech may from my lips be fall - ing;
help me to bear the cross when life seems dark and cheer - less;
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give me a health-y frame, and may I have with - in
to do it when 1 ought, with all my might—and bless
but when, with - in  my  place, 1 must and ought to speak,
help me, as you have taught, to love both great and small,
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a con-science free from blame, a soul un-stained by  sin.
what - ev - er I  have wrought, for you must give suc - cess.
then to my words give grace, lest I of - fend the weak.
and, by your Spir-it’s might, to live at peace with all.
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Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: WAS FRAG ICH NACH DER WELT, Ahasuerus Fritsch, 1629-1701




GATHER

KYRIE ELW Holy Communion: Setting Nine
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a - bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of
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pray to the Lord.

God, and for the u-ni-ty of all, let us
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Lord, have mer - cy.

continued. ..




GATHER
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For this ho -ly house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and
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praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra- cious Lord.
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A - men.




GATHER

CANTICLE ELW Holy Communion: Setting Nine
Glory to God
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Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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God, you take a-waythe sin of the world: have mer-cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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earth.

Glo-ry to God in the high - est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on

continued. ..




GATHER
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Lord, you a - lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the
f& — . | —~
o —= C— e o — e —
J ' ' '
Ho-1ly Spir-it, in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther
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A - men, a - men
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray: O God, by the passion of your Son you made an instrument of shameful death to
be for us the means of life. Inspired by his sacrificial love, may we continue on the way he
taught us, the way of loving you and loving our neighbors, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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FIRST LESSON Doug Lieberg

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 (NRSV)
A reading from Genesis.

"When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am
God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And | will make my covenant between me
and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God
said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude
of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for | have
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. ¢l will make you exceedingly fruitful; and |
will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7l will establish my covenant
between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.”

15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be
her name. 6l will bless her, and moreover | will give you a son by her. | will bless her, and she
shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.




[LLESSONS

PSALM

Psalm 22:23-31 (NRSV)

23You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of Jacob’s | line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the Lord, all you off- | spring of Israel.
24For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the Lord‘s face
hid- | den from them;
but when they cry out, | the Lord hears them.
25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly;
| will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the Lord.
26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts | live forever!
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the Lord;
all the families of nations shall bow | before God.
28For dominion belongs | to the Lord,
who rules o- | ver the nations.
29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore the Lord.
30Their descendants shall | serve the Lord,
whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come.
31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn,
saying to them, “The | Lord has acted!”




[LLESSONS

SECOND LESSON Pastor Judy Brennan

Romans 4:13-25 (NRSV)

A reading from Romans.

13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are
to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 1>For the law brings wrath; but where there
is no law, neither is there violation.

1eFor this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you
the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. '8Hoping against hope, he
believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So
numerous shall your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his
own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when
he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the
promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 2'being fully
convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned
to him as righteousness.” 2Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his
sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus
our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for
our justification.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW Holy Communion: Setting Nine
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Let your stead - fast love come to  us, 0] Lord.
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Save us as you prom -ised; we will trust your word.
THE GOSPEL

Mark 8:31-38 (NRSV)
The gospel as recorded in the eighth chapter of Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

31Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected
by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.
32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of
the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their
life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE Pastor Dave Thomas




[LLESSONS

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #799
Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake
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1 “Come, fol - low me,” the Sav - ior spake, “all in my way a-
2“1 am  the light; 1 light the way, a god -1ly life dis-
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bey my «call and guid - ing. Oh, bear the cross, what -
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Text: Johann Scheffler, 1624—1677; tr. Charles W. Shaeffer, 1813-1896, alt.
Music: MACHS MIT MIR, GOTT, Bartholomaus Gesius, 1555-1613; adapt. Johann Herman Schein, 1586-1630




[LLESSONS

PROFESSING OF FAITH

Apostles” Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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OFFERING Dean Robinson, organ

Vater unser im Himmelreich — Johann Krieger

PEACE
The peace of the Lord of Light be with you this day and always. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Each petition ends, “Hear us, O Lord.”
To which the congregation responds, “Your mercy is great.”

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

As we make our Lenten journey,

May God be our guide and our destination,

Granting us both vision and faith.

In the name of the Father, and of the t Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.




SENDING

CLOSING HYMN ELW #802
Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus
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1 Let us ev-er walk with Je - sus, fol-low his ex - am - ple pure,
2 Let us suf-fer here with Je - sus, and with pa-tience bear our cross.
3 Let us glad-ly  die with Je - sus. Since by death he con-quered death,
4 Let us al-so live with Je-sus. He has ris-en from the dead
: u N S —e —e
SEESS = R —
e | |
‘4;—#u ! . I . . I .
3 409 %3 4 38 053
’ TS z
through a world that would de-ceive us and to sin our spir-its lure.
Joy will fol - low all our sad-ness; where he is there is no loss.
he will free wus from de-struc-tion, give to us im-mor -tal breath.
that to life we may a-wak-en. Je - sus, you are now our head,
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On - ward in his foot-steps tread -ing, trav - ’lers here, our home a - bove,
Though to - day we sow no laugh-ter, we shall reap ce - les - tial joy:
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Let us mor - ti - fy all pas-sion that wouldlead us in - to sin;
we are your own liv - ing mem-bers; where you live, there we shall be
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continued. ..




SENDING
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full of faith and hope and love,
all dis -com-forts that an - noy

and the grave that shuts us in
in your pres-ence con-stant - ly,
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shall but prove the gate
liv - ing there with you

.
&

us

do

o

=

=

our Sav - ior’s bid-ding.
to mirth here - af - ter.
of heav-en.
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Faith-ful Lord, with me a - bide;
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shall fol - low where you guide.

Je - sus, here I share your woe; help me there your joy to know.

Je - sus, here with you I die, there to live with you on high.

Je - sus, let me faith - ful be; life e - ter - nal grant to me.
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Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Lutheran Book of Worslip, alt.
Music: LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN, Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.




SENDING

SENT TO SERVE

Jesus said, “As | have been sent, so also | send you.”

By God'’s grace, through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, we are called to:
Worship God,

Grow in Faith,

Share the Gospel,

Serve Others,

Welcome All. — Thanks be to God!
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