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Welcome to Cross of Christ Lutheran Church

By God’s grace, through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, we are called to:

Worship God, Grow in faith, Share the Gospel, Serve others, Welcome all



LITANY AND PRAYER FOR THIS NEW YEAR                                                 Pastor Dave Thomas

It’s about time.

It’s about time for a new year. 

It’s about time to turn the page, to put up a new calendar, to start fresh.

Lord, you know what we went through this past year.

And Lord knows others went through worse.

2020 was a year like no other.

It’s about time, Lord, for 2021.


It’s also about time.

About the passing of days and weeks and months and years.

Even time – or at least our perception of it – seems impacted by the events of this past year.

For some, time seemed to slow down, to come to a crawl, or even to repeat itself.

One day was just so much like the day before.

For others, time flew by – too fast.

Everything seemed out of control, chaotic, one thing zooming in and out of focus, 

then another.

There was hardly time for us to catch our breath.


It’s about time, Lord. 

And our remembering that you are the God of all our days, and weeks, and months, and years.

That you exist outside of temporal confines. 

That a day to you is like a thousand years,

And a thousand years, but a day.


We’re ready, Lord.  

Ready to put this past year behind us.

Ready to look forward with faith and hope.

Ready to trust that better days are coming.

And that we can make this and every day better,

By living as you have called us to live.

By loving as you have called us to love.

By trusting you as you have called us to trust.

It’s about time, Lord.

And as we come to this time, this day of worship, and this new year,

We ask your blessings upon this time, and this day, and this year,

And upon us,

And all who love us,

And all whom we love.

And all, Lord. And all.


In the name of the King of all Days we ask this.  Amen.


GATHER



OPENING HYMN ELW #733

Great Is Thy Faithfulness







GATHER



THE FIRST LESSON

Jeremiah 29:11-13 (NIV)

A reading from Jeremiah.
11For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12Then you will call on me and come and 
pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13You will seek me and find me when you seek me with 
all your heart.


Heaven and earth will pass away, but the word of the Lord endures forever.

LESSONS



THE PSALM

Psalm 8 (NRSV)
  1O LORD, our Sovereign,

 how majestic is your name in all the earth!

 You have set your glory above the heavens.

 2Out of the mouths of babes and infants

 you have founded a bulwark because of your foes,

 to silence the enemy and the avenger.

 3When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,

 the moon and the stars that you have established;

 4what are human beings that you are mindful of them,

 mortals that you care for them?

 5Yet you have made them a little lower than God,

 and crowned them with glory and honor.

 6You have given them dominion over the works of your hands;

 you have put all things under their feet,

 7all sheep and oxen,

 and also the beasts of the field,

 8the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,

 whatever passes along the paths of the seas.

 9O LORD, our Sovereign,

 how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Heaven and earth will pass away, but the word of the Lord endures forever.

LESSONS



THE SECOND LESSON

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NRSV)

A reading from Romans.
17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, this person is a new creation; the old things passed away; 
behold, all things are being made new.


Heaven and earth will pass away, but the word of the Lord endures forever.

LESSONS



THE GOSPEL 

John 13:34-35 (NRSV)

The good news as recorded in the 13th chapter of the Gospel of John.

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The 
Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house 
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How 
can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 
will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old 
age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 
37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of 
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Heaven and earth will pass away, but the word of the Lord endures forever.

MESSAGE                    Pastor Dave Thomas

Be Resolved

LESSONS



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #358

Great God, Your Love Has Called Us

LESSONS



PROFESSING OF FAITH

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.


We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation


he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary

and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.


We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,


and the life of the world to come. Amen.

LESSONS



OFFERING

Beautiful Things – Matt and Lisa Gungor

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Each petition ends “Into our world or lives or other circumstance,”  

to which you are invited to respond, “Come, Lord Jesus.”  

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

Let us enter this New Year in peace.

Let us have the faith to look forward,

And the courage to learn from what is now behind.

Let us fix our focus on Christ, our Lord,

for in him our eyes have seen the salvation

which God has prepared for all people.

May God smile upon you this year, making you faithful and wise;

May the peace of Christ Jesus be yours each and every day;

And may the Holy Spirit be your constant companion and guide. 

Amen. 

LESSONS



SENDING

CLOSING HYMN ELW #556

Morning Has Broken



SENT TO SERVE

Jesus said, “As I have been sent, so also I send you.”

By God’s grace, through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, we are called to:

Worship God, 

Grow in Faith,

Share the Gospel,

Serve Others,

Welcome All.  — Thanks be to God!

SENDING
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