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Welcome to Cross of Christ Lutheran Church

By God’s grace, through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, we are called to: 
Worship God, Grow in faith, Share the Gospel, Serve others, Welcome all



WELCOME                                                                                                   Pastor Dave Thomas

OPENING PRAYER

Let us pray: Gracious and gifting Father, we praise you today for sending us your Son, 
demonstrating that your love knows no bounds, and your grace has not limit. As we worship 
today, come near to us, into our homes and into our hearts, that we may experience the joy of 
this very holy day. This we pray, in the name of him whose birth we celebrate once more, Jesus 
Christ, the Lord. Amen. 

OPENING HYMN ELW #289

Angels We Have Heard On High

Text: French Carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 
Music: GLORIA, French Carol; arr. Edward S. Barnes. 1887-1958

GATHER



THE LESSON

Hebrews 1:1-4 (NRSV)
1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through 
whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint 
of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become 
as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!

THE GOSPEL 

Luke 2:19 (NRSV)

P A reading from the second chapter of the Gospel of Luke.

19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 

P This is good news. Thanks be to God.

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE                    Pastor Dave Thomas

I’ll Be Home For Christmas

LESSONS



SONG OF THE DAY ELW #300

The First Noel

Text: English Traditional 
Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English Traditional; arr. John Stainer, 1840-1901

LESSONS



CHRISTMAS PRAYERS

OPENING CHRISTMAS GIFTS

OFFERING Colin Walker, handbells; Ken Hayes, guitar

Variations on Greensleeves – arr. Ken Hayes & Frank Buttler

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

May we treasure the words of the Christmas angels,  
foretelling then proclaiming the birth of the Christ Child. 

May we treasure the Word made flesh,  
who dwelt among us full of grace and truth. 

May we ponder the precious gift of God’s Son, our Savior. 

May we share this good news with one and with all. 
Christ is born today! Thanks be to God!  Amen!

LESSONS



SENDING

CLOSING SONG ELW #288

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

SENDING

From home to home, let the message ring out. From rooftop to rooftop, let us shout the good 
news of great joy for all to hear! From the mountain top to the valley below, and everywhere in 
between, let it be known why we are filled with such joy! Christ is born today! Today is 
Christmas!
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