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Welcome to Cross of Christ Lutheran Church

By God’s grace, through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, we are called to:
Worship God, Grow in faith, Share the Gospel, Serve others, Welcome all

God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The angel tells Mary that God
will give David’s throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of her
coming pregnancy, but she is able still to say, “Count me in.” We who know that Jesus is called king only
as he is executed still find it a mystery hard to fathom, but with Mary today we hear the news of what
God is up to and say, “Count us in.”




GATHER

WELCOME & CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY Pastor Dave Thomas
CANDLE LIGHTING SONG ELW #3804
Come Down, O lLove Divine
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1 Come down,O Love di - vine; seek thou this soul of mine
2 Oh, let it free - ly burn, till world-ly pas - sions  turn
3 Let ho-1ly char - i - ty mine out-ward ves - ture be,
4 And so the yearn - ing strong, with which the soul will long,
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and vis - it it with thine own ar - dor glow - ing;
to dust and ash - es in its heat con - sum - ing;
and low - 1i - ness be - come mine in - ner cloth - ing—
shall far out-pass the powr of hu - man tell - ing;
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O Com-fort - er, draw  near; with - in my heart ap - pear
and let thy glo - rious light shine ev -er on my sight,
true low - 1i - ness of heart, which takes the hum - bler part,
no soul can guess Love’s grace till it be-come the place
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and kin - dle it, thy ho - ly flame be - stow - ing.
and clothe me round, the while my path i - lum - ing.
and o’er its own short - com -ings weeps with loath - ing.
where - in the Ho - ly Spir - it makes a dwell - ing.
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Text: Bianco da Siena, d. 1434; tr. Richard F. Littledale, 1833-1890
Music: DOWN AMPNEY, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Outside USA: Music from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906.




GATHER

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray: Come anew to us, Messiah. We long to bask in your light of love. Shine on us as
we prepare ourselves for action, eager to share the glad tidings, anxious to tell the good news,
committed to your ways of truth and justice. Come anew to us, Messiah. Amen.
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THE FIRST LESSON

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 (NRSV)

Instead of David building a house (temple) for God, God promises to establish David’s house (dynasty) forever.
Centuries later, after the Babylonian exile, no king sat on the throne. Even then, however, the people of Israel
remembered this promise and continued to hope for a king, the messiah, God’s anointed.

L A reading from Isaiah.

"Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his
enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, | am living in a house
of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you
have in mind; for the Lord is with you.”

4But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David:
Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? ¢l have not lived in a
house since the day | brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but | have been
moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. "Wherever | have moved about among all the
people of Israel, did | ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom |
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of
cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: |
took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel;
9and | have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from
before you; and | will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the
earth. 19And | will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they
may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no
more, as formerly, 1'from the time that | appointed judges over my people Israel; and | will
give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will
make you a house. 6Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me;
your throne shall be established forever.

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
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THE PSALM

Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 (NRSV)
Your love, O Lord, forever will | sing. (Ps. 89:1)

Your love, O Lord, forever | will I sing;
from age to age my mouth will pro- | claim your faithfulness.
2For | am persuaded that your steadfast love is estab- | lished forever;
you have set your faithfulness firmly | in the heavens.
3“l have made a covenant with my | chosen one;
| have sworn an oath to Da- | vid my servant:
4 will establish your | line forever,
and preserve your throne for all | generations.” ”
19You spoke once in a vision and said to your | faithful people:
“I have set the crown upon a warrior and have exalted one chosen out | of the people.
20] have found Da- | vid my servant;
with my holy oil have | a- | nointed him.
21My hand will | hold him fast
and my arm will | make him strong.
22No enemy | shall deceive him,
nor shall the wicked | bring him down.
23] will crush his | foes before him
and strike down | those who hate him.
24My faithfulness and steadfast | love are with him,
and he shall be victorious | through my name.
25] will set his hand | on the sea,
and his right hand | on the rivers.
26He will say to me, ‘You | are my father,
my God, and the rock of | my salvation.’
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THE SECOND LESSON

Romans 16:25-27 (NRSV)

Paul closes his letter to the Romans by praising God because, in the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ,
God has revealed the promised, divine plan of salvation for all humanity. Paul proclaims this gospel of Christ in
order to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations.

L A reading from Romans.

25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages
26but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the
Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of
faith — 27to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW #257
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Verse 1
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I O come, O come, Em - man - u - el, and ran-som cap - tive
2 O come, O Wis-dom from on high, em -brac -ing all things
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on
4 O come, O Branch of Jes - se, free your own from Sa - tan’s
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Is - ra - el, thatmourns in lone - ly  ex - ile here
far and nigh: in strengthand beau -ty  come and stay;
Si - nai’sheight in an - cient times you gave the law
tyr - an - ny; fromdepths of hell your peo - ple save,
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un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
teach us your will and guide our way. Re-joice! Re-joice!
in cloud, and maj - es - ty, and awe.
and give them vic -try o’er the grave.
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Em - man - u - el shall come to you, O Is - ra - el.

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Koln, 1710; tr. composite
Music: VENI, EMMANUEL, French processional, 15th cent.
Text sts. 2, 6,7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.
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THE GOSPEL

Luke 1:26-38 (NRSV)

In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with good news for ordinary people from little known
places. This king will not be born to royalty in a palace, but to common folk in a stall. Here Luke highlights the role
of the Spirit, a special emphasis in this gospel.

The good news as recorded in the 1st chapter of the Gospel of Luke.

26n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The
Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. 3'And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How
can this be, since | am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born
will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 3¢And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old
age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.
37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

By these words we encounter the Living Word. O come, O come, Emmanuel.

MESSAGE Pastor Dave Thomas
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #295
Of the Father’s Love Begotten — arr. David Willcocks
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1 Of the Fa - ther’s love be - got - ten ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless - ed, when the vir - gin,
3 This is he whom seers in old time chant - ed of with
4 Let the heights of heav’n a - dore him; an - gel hosts, his
5 Christ, to thee, with God the Fa - ther, and, O Ho - ly
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gan to be, he is Al-pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, by the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, whom the voic - es of the  proph - ets
prais - es sing; pow’rs,do - min - ions, bow be - fore him
Ghost, to thee, hymn and chant and high thanks-giv - ing
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he the source, the end - ing he, of the things that are, that
bore the Sav - ior of our race, and the babe, the world’s re -
prom-ised in  their faith - ful word; now he shines, the long - ex -
and ex - tol our God and King; let no tongue on earth be
and un-wea - ried prais - es be: hon - or, glo - ry, and do -
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have been, and that fu - ture years shall see,
deem - er, first re - vealed his sa - cred face,
pect - ed; let cre - a - tion praise its Lord
si - lent, ev - ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, and e - ter - nal vic - to - 1y
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ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more! A - men.

Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348—413; tr. composite

Music: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, plainsong mode V, 13th cent.
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PROFESSING OF FAITH

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Each petition ends “Into our world or lives or other circumstance,”
to which you are invited to respond, “Come, Lord Jesus.”

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

OFFERING Dean Robinson, organ

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

Be patient, beloved. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.
Now we wait, and watch, and hope, and prepare. Soon we will celebrate once more.




SENDING

CLOSING HYMN

ELW #267

Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns!  Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world  with truth and grace and makes the
g o oo e J ) £ £
e - — — e C : ~
R — s — D
7 L - | | r ! i
| —_— | E f f |
04 | N ™ = e N ™ ==
##:!‘_ #/ o o — 1 E— — 1
(O R e e e ‘;Eﬁzkwilzzg
J e et ~ S— S = ~
ceive her king; let ev Ty heart pre - pare  him
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room and heav’nand na - ture sing, and heav'nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse 1s found, far as the curse 1s
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and na - ture  sing.
joY, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse 1s found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.
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heav’'n and na - ture sing,

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872




SENDING

SENT TO SERVE

Jesus said, “As | have been sent, so also | send you.”

By God'’s grace, through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, we are called to:
Worship God,

Grow in Faith,

Share the Gospel,

Serve Others,

Welcome All. — Thanks be to God!
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