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Welcome to Cross of Christ Lutheran Church

By God’s grace, through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, we are called to: 
Worship God, Grow in faith, Share the Gospel, Serve others, Welcome all

God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne. The angel tells Mary that God 
will give David’s throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of her 
coming pregnancy, but she is able still to say, “Count me in.” We who know that Jesus is called king only 
as he is executed still find it a mystery hard to fathom, but with Mary today we hear the news of what 
God is up to and say, “Count us in.”



WELCOME & CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY                                        	          Pastor Dave Thomas

CANDLE LIGHTING SONG ELW #804

Come Down, O Love Divine

GATHER



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray: Come anew to us, Messiah. We long to bask in your light of love. Shine on us as 
we prepare ourselves for action, eager to share the glad tidings, anxious to tell the good news, 
committed to your ways of truth and justice. Come anew to us, Messiah. Amen.

GATHER



THE FIRST LESSON

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 (NRSV)

Instead of David building a house (temple) for God, God promises to establish David’s house (dynasty) forever. 
Centuries later, after the Babylonian exile, no king sat on the throne. Even then, however, the people of Israel 
remembered this promise and continued to hope for a king, the messiah, God’s anointed.

L A reading from Isaiah.
1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his 
enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house 
of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you 
have in mind; for the Lord is with you.” 
  4But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David: 
Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a 
house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been 
moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the 
people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I 
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of 
cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I 
took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 
9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from 
before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 
earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they 
may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no 
more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will 
give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will 
make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; 
your throne shall be established forever. 

L 
C

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!

LESSONS



THE PSALM

Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 (NRSV)

Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing. (Ps. 89:1)

  1Your love, O Lord, forever | will I sing; 
     from age to age my mouth will pro- | claim your faithfulness. 
 2For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is estab- | lished forever; 
     you have set your faithfulness firmly | in the heavens. 
 3“I have made a covenant with my | chosen one; 
     I have sworn an oath to Da- | vid my servant: 
 4‘I will establish your | line forever, 
     and preserve your throne for all | generations.’ ”  
 19You spoke once in a vision and said to your | faithful people: 
     “I have set the crown upon a warrior and have exalted one chosen out | of the people. 
 20I have found Da- | vid my servant; 
     with my holy oil have I a- | nointed him. 
 21My hand will | hold him fast 
     and my arm will | make him strong. 
 22No enemy | shall deceive him, 
     nor shall the wicked | bring him down. 
 23I will crush his | foes before him 
     and strike down | those who hate him. 
 24My faithfulness and steadfast | love are with him, 
     and he shall be victorious | through my name. 
 25I will set his hand | on the sea, 
     and his right hand | on the rivers. 
 26He will say to me, ‘You | are my father, 
     my God, and the rock of | my salvation.’ 

LESSONS



THE SECOND LESSON

Romans 16:25-27 (NRSV)

Paul closes his letter to the Romans by praising God because, in the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
God has revealed the promised, divine plan of salvation for all humanity. Paul proclaims this gospel of Christ in 
order to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations.

L A reading from Romans.
25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation 
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 
26but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the 
Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of 
faith — 27to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 

L 
C

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!

LESSONS



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW #257

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Verse 1 

 

LESSONS



THE GOSPEL 

Luke 1:26-38 (NRSV)

In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with good news for ordinary people from little known 
places. This king will not be born to royalty in a palace, but to common folk in a stall. Here Luke highlights the role 
of the Spirit, a special emphasis in this gospel.

The good news as recorded in the 1st chapter of the Gospel of Luke.

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The 
Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house 
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How 
can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 
will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old 
age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 
37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of 
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

By these words we encounter the Living Word. O come, O come, Emmanuel.

MESSAGE                    Pastor Dave Thomas

LESSONS



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #295

Of the Father’s Love Begotten – arr. David Willcocks

 

LESSONS



PROFESSING OF FAITH

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

LESSONS



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Each petition ends “Into our world or lives or other circumstance,”   
to which you are invited to respond, “Come, Lord Jesus.”  

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

OFFERING Dean Robinson, organ

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

Be patient, beloved. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.  
Now we wait, and watch, and hope, and prepare. Soon we will celebrate once more.

LESSONS



SENDING

CLOSING HYMN ELW #267

Joy to the World



SENT TO SERVE

Jesus said, “As I have been sent, so also I send you.” 
By God’s grace, through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, we are called to: 
Worship God,  
Grow in Faith, 
Share the Gospel, 
Serve Others, 
Welcome All.  — Thanks be to God!

SENDING
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