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Welcome to Cross of Christ Lutheran Church

By God’s grace, through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, we are called to: 
Worship God, Grow in faith, Share the Gospel, Serve others, Welcome all

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of 
God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God 
offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting 
the interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we 
offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.



GATHER

WORDS OF WELCOME                                                        Pastor Dave Thomas  

AN OPENING LITANY AND PRAYER FOR WORSHIP IN OUR HOMES 

based on 2 Samuel 7 and Proverbs 24

Sovereign LORD, you are God! Your word is trustworthy, and you have promised 
good things to your servant. 
  
Now be pleased to bless the house of your servant, that it may continue forever in 
your sight. 

For you, Sovereign LORD, have spoken, and with your blessing the house of your 
servant will be blessed forever. 

By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established;  
Through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures. 

Let us pray: Bless our homes, that they may be places where your wisdom, 
understanding, and knowledge are spoken of openly and often, and your name is 
lifted up in praise. We praise you now, as we join our family of faith in worship from 
our homes. You are our trusted Lord and our treasure. In your name we pray. Amen.



OPENING SONG

Famous One

Words and Music: Christ Tomlin and Jesse Reeves 
CCLI No, 1703692 © 2002 worshiptogether.com | sixsteps Music

GOD IS IN THIS PLACE

GATHER



LESSONS

FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 45:1-7  (The Message)

L A reading from Ezekiel.
1-7 God’s Message to his anointed, 
    to Cyrus, whom he took by the hand 
To give the task of taming the nations, 
    of terrifying their kings— 
He gave him free rein, 
    no restrictions: 
“I’ll go ahead of you, 
    clearing and paving the road. 
I’ll break down bronze city gates, 
    smash padlocks, kick down barred entrances. 
I’ll lead you to buried treasures, 
    secret caches of valuables— 
Confirmations that it is, in fact, I, God, 
    the God of Israel, who calls you by your name. 
It’s because of my dear servant Jacob, 
    Israel my chosen, 
That I’ve singled you out, called you by name, 
    and given you this privileged work. 
    And you don’t even know me! 
I am God, the only God there is. 
    Besides me there are no real gods. 
I’m the one who armed you for this work, 
    though you don’t even know me, 
So that everyone, from east to west, will know 
    that I have no god-rivals. 
    I am God, the only God there is. 
I form light and create darkness, 
    I make harmonies and create discords. 
    I, God, do all these things. 

L 
C

Word of God. Words of Life. 
Thanks be to God!



PSALM

Psalm 96:1-9  (The Message)

L From Psalm 96.
1-2 Sing God a brand-new song! 
Earth and everyone in it, sing! 
Sing to God—worship God! 
2-3 Shout the news of his victory from sea to sea, 
Take the news of his glory to the lost, 
News of his wonders to one and all! 
4-5 For God is great, and worth a thousand Hallelujahs. 
His terrible beauty makes the gods look cheap; 
Pagan gods are mere tatters and rags. 
5-6 God made the heavens— 
Royal splendor radiates from him, 
A powerful beauty sets him apart. 
7 Bravo, God, Bravo! 
Everyone join in the great shout: Encore! 
In awe before the beauty, in awe before the might. 
8-9 Bring gifts and celebrate, 
Bow before the beauty of God, 
Then to your knees—everyone worship! 

L 
C

Word of God. Words of Life. 
Thanks be to God!

LESSONS



SECOND LESSON

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10  (The Message)

L A reading from Romans.

I, Paul, together here with Silas and Timothy, send greetings to the church at 
Thessalonica, Christians assembled by God the Father and by the Master, Jesus 
Christ. God’s amazing grace be with you! God’s robust peace! 
Convictions of Steel 
2-5 Every time we think of you, we thank God for you. Day and night you’re in 
our prayers as we call to mind your work of faith, your labor of love, and your 
patience of hope in following our Master, Jesus Christ, before God our Father. It 
is clear to us, friends, that God not only loves you very much but also has put 
his hand on you for something special. When the Message we preached came 
to you, it wasn’t just words. Something happened in you. The Holy Spirit put 
steel in your convictions. 
5-6 You paid careful attention to the way we lived among you, and determined 
to live that way yourselves. In imitating us, you imitated the Master. Although 
great trouble accompanied the Word, you were able to take great joy from the 
Holy Spirit!—taking the trouble with the joy, the joy with the trouble. 
7-10 Do you know that all over the provinces of both Macedonia and Achaia 
believers look up to you? The word has gotten around. Your lives are echoing 
the Master’s Word, not only in the provinces but all over the place. The news of 
your faith in God is out. We don’t even have to say anything anymore—you’re 
the message! People come up and tell us how you received us with open arms, 
how you deserted the dead idols of your old life so you could embrace and 
serve God, the true God. They marvel at how expectantly you await the arrival 
of his Son, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescued us from certain 
doom. 

L 
C

Word of God. Words of Life. 
Thanks be to God!

LESSONS



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                   

Word of God Speak

Words and Music: Bart Millard and Pete Kipley 
CCLI No, 1703692 © 2002 Simpleville Music | Curb Wordspring Music, LLC | Songs From The Indigo Room

LESSONS



HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 22:15-22  (The Message)

P Hear the Good News, as recorded in St. Matthew, the 22nd chapter.
15-17 That’s when the Pharisees plotted a way to trap him into saying something 
damaging. They sent their disciples, with a few of Herod’s followers mixed in, to 
ask, “Teacher, we know you have integrity, teach the way of God accurately, are 
indifferent to popular opinion, and don’t pander to your students. So tell us 
honestly: Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 
18-19 Jesus knew they were up to no good. He said, “Why are you playing these 
games with me? Why are you trying to trap me? Do you have a coin? Let me 
see it.” They handed him a silver piece. 
20 “This engraving—who does it look like? And whose name is on it?” 
21 They said, “Caesar.” 
“Then give Caesar what is his, and give God what is his.” 
22 The Pharisees were speechless. They went off shaking their heads. 

P 
C

This is good news. 
Thanks be to God.

KIDS’ TIME                                                                          Pastor Dave Thomas  

They're Not All Presidents

MESSAGE                                                                           Pastor Dave Thomas  

What Are We Rendering?

LESSONS



SONG OF THE DAY                                                                            

Our God

Words and Music: Matt Redman, Jonas Myrin, Chris Tomlin, and Jesse Reeves 
CCLI No, 1703692 © 2010 Thankyou Music | sixsteps Music | Said and Done Music | Vamos Publishing | SHOUT! Music 
Publishing | worshiptogether.com songs

LESSONS



PROFESSING OF FAITH

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

LESSONS



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                               

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen.

OFFERING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord's face graciously shine upon you. 
The Lord's mercy and peace be yours, 
This day and forever. 
Amen.

LESSONS



CLOSING SONG

Our God Saves

Words and Music: Paul Baloche and Brenton Brown 
CCLI No, 1703692 © 2007 Thankyou Music | Integrity’s Hosanna! Music | Leadworship Songs

SENDING



SENT TO SERVE
P 

C 

Jesus said, “As I have been sent, so also I send you.” 
By God’s grace, through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we are called to: 
Worship God,  
Grow in Faith, 
Share the Gospel, 
Serve Others, 
Welcome All.  — Thanks be to God!

SENDING


