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Welcome to Cross of Christ Lutheran Church

By God’s grace, through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, we are called to: 
Worship God, Grow in faith, Share the Gospel, Serve others, Welcome all



WELCOME Pastor Dave Thomas

PRELUDE Martha Freitag, organist

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded – Max Reger

OPENING PRAYER

P 
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Let us pray: Lord Jesus Christ, dear Lamb of God, we come to you this evening, 
remembering your suffering for our sake, and grateful for the mercy you offered to us with 
outstretched arms upon the cross. Allow us to focus tonight on your love for us, love so 
great you took our sins upon your own body, and paid the price to set us free.  
This we pray in your holy name. Amen.

GATHER



OPENING HYMN ELW #345

Jesus, I Will Ponder Now

Verses 1, 2



Seven Last Words of Christ from the Cross

THE FIRST WORD
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When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said: “Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do.”   

Let us pray: Heavenly Father, forgive us, for we do not know, we are not aware, we do not 
realize as we should what we are doing when we sin against you in thought, word and 
deed, by our actions and by when we fail to act. Amen. 

MUSICAL MEDITATION ELW #605

Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive

Verses 1, 3, 4

 



THE SECOND WORD
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One of the criminals who was hanged there kept deriding Jesus and saying, “Are you not 
the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him saying, “Do you not fear 
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been 
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done 
nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  
Jesus replied, “Truly, I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

Let us pray: Holy Jesus, remember me with mercy when you come into your kingdom, and 
though I am not  worthy, welcome me there by your unbounded grace. Amen.

MUSICAL MEDITATION ELW #616

Jesus, Remember Me

 



THE THIRD WORD
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When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to 
his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.”  
And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.  

Let us pray: Loving Lord, teach us to love one another as you have loved us – as beloved 
brothers and sisters – for we have been made one family of faith in you. Amen.



MUSICAL MEDITATION ELW #338

Beneath the Cross of Jesus



THE FOURTH WORD
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From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about 
three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, ”Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani” that is, “My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me?”  

Let us pray: Holy God, we will remember this day the sacrifice made on our behalf by your 
dear Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Though we sometimes fail to remember your goodness and 
grace, do not forsake us, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 



MUSICAL MEDITATION ELW #351

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded



THE FIFTH WORD
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After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the 
scripture), “I am thirsty.”   
  
Let us pray: Son of God and Son of Man, you suffered for us – in body and spirit. Help us to 
remember with deepest gratitude that it was by your suffering that our thirsty souls were 
cooled and quenched. Amen.

MUSICAL MEDITATION ELW #803

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross



THE SIXTH WORD
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It was now about three in the afternoon…the sun’s light failed and the curtain in the temple 
was torn in two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I 
commend my spirit.” When the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God and 
said, “Certainly this man was innocent.” 

Let us pray: Father God, into your hands we commend the Body of Christ – your Son’s 
earthly body and your Church. As he rose to new and everlasting life, resurrect in your 
people a renewed appreciation for his sacrifice, by which we, too, shall live forever. Amen.



MUSICAL MEDITATION ELW #803

Were You There?

Verse 1, 2, 3, 4



MEDITATION                    Pastor Dave Thomas

Sitting in the Dark

THE SEVENTH WORD
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Jesus said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.  

Let us pray: Gracious God, by the death of your Son, it is finished. In the giving up of his 
body, Christ overcame sin, defeated Satan, and conquered even death itself. By his wounds 
we are healed. It is finished. Amen. 

THE TOLLING OF THE BELL

A bell rings seven times for each of the seven last words of Christ from the cross. 

The service then ends in silence, as we ponder the sacrificial death of our dear Lord and Savior.
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