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Welcome to Cross of Christ Lutheran Church

By God’s grace, through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, we are called to: 
Worship God, Grow in faith, Share the Gospel, Serve others, Welcome all

As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to 
prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ 
mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called 
us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, 
our life.



PRELUDE Martha Freitag, organist

Christ is Arisen (Christ ist erstanden) – Samuel Scheidt

WELCOME Pastor Dave Thomas

AN OPENING LITANY FOR OUR TIME
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We gather – differently. 
Yet we gather, all the same. 
We gather as we are now able, in this time. 
We gather while still separated, longing for our face-to-face reunion. 
We gather – differently – as an act of love, doing all we can to keep safe ourselves, our 
loved ones, our community, and our world. 
We gather – differently. 
Yet we gather as we always have and always will, in the name of the Father, and of the † 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.  

GATHER



OPENING HYMN ELW #380

Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!

GATHER



PRAYER OF THE DAY
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Let us pray: God of life and love, as we continue to celebrate the good news of Easter, help 
us live in this life as resurrection people, assured of the life to come. Freed from the fear and 
finality of death, enable us to trust in the promise of our Lord to prepare a place for his 
followers in your heavenly home, where there is room for all who follow him who is the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life. This we pray in the name of the Risen One, Christ our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

GATHER



THE FIRST LESSON

Acts 7:55-60 (NRSV)

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be free to 
serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s word, 
he becomes the first martyr of the faith.

L A reading from Acts.
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and 
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a 
loud shout all rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and 
began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named 
Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then 
he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 
When he had said this, he died. 
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The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!

LESSONS



THE PSALM

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 (NRSV)

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)

 1In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame; 
  deliver me | in your righteousness. 
 2Incline your | ear to me; 
  make haste to de- | liver me. 
 3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my stronghold; 
  for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me. 
 4Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me, 
  for you are my tow- | er of strength.  
 5Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O Lord, | God of truth. 
 15My times are | in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me. 
 16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 
  save me in your | steadfast love.” 

LESSONS



THE SECOND LESSON

1 Peter 2:2-10 (NRSV)

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy people 
who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ.

L A reading from First Peter. 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
  4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in 
God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands 
in scripture:  
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
  a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,  
 “The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8and  
 “A stone that makes them stumble, 
  and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
  9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in 
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 
 10Once you were not a people, 
  but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
  but now you have received mercy. 
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The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!

LESSONS



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW Holy Communion: Setting One

LESSONS



THE GOSPEL 

John 14:1-14 (NRSV)

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through whom God is 
known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.
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The Holy Gospel as recorded in St. John the 14th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe 
also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 
4And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do 
not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you 
know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen 
him.” 
  8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to 
him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever 
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not 
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not 
speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am 
in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the 
works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the 
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the 
Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”
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The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON                    Pastor Dave Thomas

How Can We Know the Way?

LESSONS



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #816

Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life

LESSONS



OFFERING Martha Freitag, organist

At the Lamb's High Feast we Sing – Charles W. Ore

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Each petition ends, “Lord, in your mercy.”  
To which the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”

THE LORD'S PRAYER
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Let us pray, as our Lord taught: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION
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May the God of peace, who raised from the dead our Lord Jesus, still our fears, stir our 
faith, be salve for our wounds and the source of our joy; and may the blessing of Almighty 
God, Father, Son † and Holy Spirit, be with you this Holy Easter and forever.  
Amen.

LESSONS



SENDING

CLOSING HYMN ELW #619

I Know that My Redeemer Lives!

verse 1, 2, 3, 4, 8



SENT TO SERVE
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Jesus said, “As I have been sent, so also I send you.” 
By God’s grace, through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, we are called to: 
Worship God,  
Grow in Faith, 
Share the Gospel, 
Serve Others, 
Welcome All.  — Thanks be to God!

SENDING



SENDING
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